Cognizant that the various interdisciplinary approaches and interpretations may overwhelm the reader, Gray organizes the collection into three parts, each with three essays. Evan Kutzler's essay opens the volume with an environmental history. Trained in utilizing a "sensory approach"-analysis of the five senses and what they reveal about the historical record-Kutzler offers a dual interpretation of Civil War prisons and the environment. First, he argues that understandings of (or lack thereof) the environment, disease, and sanitation informed prison officials' decisions. Second, he argues that the environment cannot be separated from the human experience. In reconsidering the "causality" and the "hybridity" of the environment and By inviting historians, both academic and public, and archeologists to offer new interpretations of Civil War imprisonment, Gray's volume adds substantially to the historiography and sheds light on the many possibilities for future study. Unfortunately, in his attempt to showcase the latest trends and methodologies, the volume can seem a bit disjointed.
For example, although Gray splits the volume into three parts by theme, the essays do not always flow from one to another. However, the reader can forgive this slight shortcoming and appreciate the diverse approaches and analyses. Not only will professional historians enjoy this volume, but it also lends itself to use in a graduate seminar as an excellent example of a literature review and state of the field assessment. 
